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Main church after archaeological excavations

Gialia Monastery. Plan, after phase 1, cleaning work
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Newly discovered archaeological materials and fragments of architecture

Wall painting. fragments

396d9m  4303MhmbbY, MOIMOSL MIG®MOLITM3MOL bLObIMMdOL TMBSLGHIMO Fahommdom
F9ohmgd30 3oMzgamo XI-XII bLOYYPBINS F0BODY  dMObLYBOJBS. Johmzamon dJMhJdob of
9mm3oFamdobg dmBOLEBHIMBo F7J360mo bxmMBSFINHJI0L oM Johmmo SbMIMOzH MO, Mo3-
0EXMYmo FohFamgsnE 836 933mIab.

Johorgmo 3boMob OBN6S6LIdNM, LdJONMZIMMEIE AdLYMBS> 3x3607hMd S bHYLIBGHMS 18
39305605 93L39NGENST, JHMO MZ0L FO6353eMMIST0 SFIMIMS dHJJIMIMMFNYHO oMb Y30 BMBSL-
AM0L BINGMMNDbY. boggamg LOTYBomId0b BgEgad Bo6a3MY3750LOFS6 dnMNSBI® Fo0FINBEY
mIhOLABMBdMOLS > §3. 3om™anb g4mgabogdo, @IMMOLATMIMOL J4emgboob Johnd3],
LOF3gNMM, 8. gomMaoL J4MILOOL  EOLIZMIMNOM dEA>HD LOIMYJMM O MIMMOLABTM_MOL
34mMaLOOL LOBbMIMO 30658760 - 3MHEHOLO.

32mbMJd0L LoRBYd3aMbY SAMZMOBES AMBILEHMOL 65373M3J30L DYLEHO LEHMYIGH DS, JMB-
LEH®YIGomMo dMbo(379930, 80658769300 MOB3NBEIFHMBY. LogdIMOPYLMY, Hmd 3Fx67dmMMINL
939mobg YRM 8603369mmM3z560 JBH30 9 Mmool (1184-1210 §F.) dgxmM30L bobob o6+ XiII-XIlI
LOYIN6gO B0RBIL PJO3TOMIIY. EOINBEY, S1J37, MM FMBILEGHIMNO XVI bLOYJ96IB0 YOS O6-
3Mygmogm.

9m3mzgdmo dmbo(339730L Loxndzgmby 87998030730 AMBILEAMOL JMBLYIMZOEOOL 3thmadBo,
A®MIAmMOL  gobbmMENgmMIdSLIGE PbHhYbzamygmaL J3oddhmbob dbomg. ydzgmabo Johomgmo
BIIMBILEHOM JMB3MIJLO, J303NMLOL MIJLIPIMOIOL FMNOZHMIOL NBOGEOIGHNZOM, GYMOLEG MO
9oMHINYBHOL Jhm-ghoo 86038369mmM3zo60 dgamo 3obogds.

oo SbmImaghgmo FomFahgso
Georgian asomtavruli inscriptions
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GHALIA MONASTRY

The earliest written sources mentioning Gialia Monastery of the Virgin on Cypress date from the turn of
the 12th century. Apart from the manuscripts written in the monastery, the activity of Georgian monks at
this site is evidenced by the surviving lapidary inscriptions in the asomtavruli (majuscule) script.

The expedition, made up of eighteen Georgian scholars and students, received funding from the Ministry
of Culture, Monument Protection and Sport to conduct archaeological excavations around the monastery
within a month. As a result of the field work, the churches of the Virgin and of St George, the porch and
prothesis of the church of the Virgin, the bell-tower standing to the west of the church of St George and
the portico to the south of the church of the Virgin were cleaned.

The excavations allowed the scholars to establish the exact structure of the monastery buildings, as well
as design data and building chronology. It is likely that the most part of the monastery was constructed
under the reign of Queen Tamar (1184-1210). It has also been assumed that the monastery was
destroyed in the 16th century.

The data obtained will be used for developing a conservation plan for the monastery, the implementation
of which will be ensured by the Cyprian side. By the initiative of the government of the Republic of
Cypress, this old Georgian monastery will be included in major tourist itineraries.
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Ministry of Culture, Monument Protection and Sport of Georgia
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The State Programme for the Rehabilitation of the Monuments of Georgia’s Cultural Heritage 2006
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The Fund for the Protection and Rescuing of Historic Monuments of Georgia



